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In Newbery Medalist Cynthia Rylant's classic bestseller, the author comforts readers young and old

who have lost a dog. Recommended highly by pet lovers around the world, Dog Heaven not only

comforts but also brings a tear to anyone who is devoted to a pet. From expansive fields where

dogs can run and run to delicious biscuits no dog can resist, Rylant paints a warm and affectionate

picture of the ideal place God would, of course, create for man's best friend. The first picture book

illustrated by the author, Dog Heaven is enhanced by Rylant's bright, bold paintings that perfectly

capture an afterlife sure to bring solace to anyone who is grieving.
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This book should help any very young child who has lost or is about to lose a pet. Actually it might

be a good idea to read while while the pet is still healthy--parents, too!Although there is a lot of

imagination (as to how God runs this heaven, dogs sleeping on clouds, etc) in this it is done so well

it makes us all feel good.I would like to take exception to that one professional reviewer's opinion re

'faulty theology' that pets might visit here from the other side because they don't have an afterlife. If

she thinks that animals don't continue after death she might consult her Bible, which says

something quite different. They do. And some do, indeed, 'visit' with their people (a book I



recommend below goes into this in detail). Dog Heaven presents this in such a way that will not

frighten children at all. It will make them hopeful.Perhaps Cynthia Rylant had this experience, or

knows someone who had. Although I take the position that people and their pets alike (as well as

animals in general) will share the same Heaven, I can see no harm in a dog or cat heaven premise

for young children. Parents can always say the child can visit, or that the animals can come and live

in 'people heaven' if they wish to.I would also at this time like to recommend two books: The first is

an absolutely heartwarming book, FOR EVERY DOG AN ANGEL; we learn that at birth a puppy's

angel comes to stay with it throughout its life. When it is lucky enough to bond with its "forever

person" the angel feels great joy. When it is time the "forever dog" passes over its angel that

becomes its "angel bridge" to the other side.
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